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Most of us can describe the town, county or province that
we live in and even know our home township and range.
But how many of us can identify the watershed we live in?

The Milk River Watershed contains all lands that drain into
the Milk River.  It is unique in Alberta, as it is the only
watershed that ultimately flows into the Gulf of Mexico.  All
of the other watersheds in Alberta feed into the Arctic
Ocean or Hudson’s Bay.  

Everyone living in the Milk River Watershed knows that this
is a very special area that is home to some of the most
breathtaking and unusual landscapes in North America.  

Read on to discover more about the environment, water,
people and activities in the Milk River Watershed.....
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A watershed is . . . an area of land that collects all of the rain
and snow that drains into a larger body of water, such as a river
or lake.  

Watersheds are separated by high points of land.  For example,
water that falls on the north side of the Cypress Hills ends up in
the South Saskatchewan Watershed.  Water that falls on the south
side of the Hills is a part of the Milk River Watershed. The water in
a watershed includes that found in creeks, rivers, lakes, wetlands,
aquifers, groundwater and snow packs. 

A watershed is much more than just a drain . . .
it includes the natural and human environment and all
the processes that occur within them.  We live,
work and play in our watershed and we are
connected to everyone else who lives in the
same watershed.  Our actions can affect
others in our watershed and vice

versa.  

"The water of this river possesses a peculiar

whiteness, being about the colour of a cup of tea

with the admixture of a tablespoon of milk.  From the

color of its water, we called it the Milk River".

From the observations of
Meriwether Lewis & William Clark, 

May 8, 1805
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If you dropped a rubber duck in the river at the
Town of Milk River, where would it end up?   What
if you put a canoe in the water and paddled
upstream?  Where would that exhausting adventure take
you?

The Milk River starts in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, just
outside the boundary of Glacier National Park, Montana.  Flowing
northwards into Alberta and then eastwards, it parallels the
US/Canada border before heading south-west and returning to
Montana, where it flows into the Missouri River.  If your rubber
duck made it all the way to the Missouri, it would flow
downstream to St. Louis, where the Missouri joins the
Mississippi.  Eventually, the Mississippi flows into the Gulf of
Mexico near New Orleans.   
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Total Area of Watershed: 61,641.7 km2

(23,800 square miles)

Area in Canada: 21,442km2

(8,279 square miles) 

Area in Alberta: 6,500 km2 

(2,510 square miles)

Area in Montana: 40,199 km2

(15,521 square miles)

Length of the Milk River: 1,173 km
(700 miles) 

Number of Tributaries: 30

Area of Irrigated Land in the
watershed: 3,300 hectares 

Number of people that live in the
watershed: ~ 3,300
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The Sweetgrass Hills
Although not in Alberta, the Sweetgrass Hills are a prominent part of
the landscape, rising 1000m above the surrounding prairie.
Consisting of hard igneous rock that solidified below ground, they
have become exposed as a result of uplift and the subsequent
erosion of the overlying sediments.  A smaller example, Black Butte,
is found in Alberta, about 30km northeast of the Sweetgrass Hills.
These hills are important collection areas for water.  Their wetter
climates help replenish aquifers and surface water in the watershed. 

The Milk River Watershed contains a diverse array of landforms and plant communities that
all play a role in the functioning of the watershed.  Arid landscapes dominate because of the

low precipitation across most of the watershed. Over 68% of the watershed remains in native
vegetation.  This is much higher than most watersheds in Alberta.

Foothills Fescue
The western part of the
watershed sits in the Foothills
Fescue Natural Region,
characterized by tall moisture-
loving grasses such as rough
fescue (Alberta’s Provincial
Grass).  Foothills Fescue is also
found in higher parts of the
watershed, such as the Milk River
Ridge and Cypress Hills.
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Mixed Grass
A small area of the Mixed Grass Natural Region
is found in the Milk River Watershed. This region
supports a mixture of grasses such as western
wheatgrass, spear grass and June grass.

Spear grass

Fescue grassland

Riparian Areas
Healthy riparian areas
alongside creeks, rivers,
wetlands and other water
bodies are vitally important
to the watershed.  Riparian
areas filter nutrients and
sediment before they reach the water body.
They also help to store water and provide
excellent wildlife habitat.  



A Few Sizes Too Small...
The Milk River looks a little out of place in
the wide, dramatic Milk River Canyon.
How could it have possibly created such
a wide, deep valley?  The answer - it
didn’t.  The canyon was cut when almost
all of the runoff from southwestern
Alberta was diverted into the Milk River
because ice sheets were blocking
drainage to the northeast.  Many wide
coulees, such as Verdigris Coulee, and
the Whiskey Gap in the Milk River Ridge
were formed at this same time.  They
drained water from the melting ice
sheets into the Milk and Missouri Rivers.  As the edge
of the continental glacier receded past the Cypress
Hills, the water was able to drain to the north of the
Hills, eventually forming the South Saskatchewan
River. 

The Cypress Hills
The Cypress Hills represent one of the few
forested parts of the landscape.  Because
the hills rise 600 m (1968 ft) above the
surrounding plains, they receive an average
of 430 - 500 mm (17-20 inches) of
precipitation annually.  This is significantly
more that the surrounding prairies, which
receive 300 - 450 mm (9.5 - 11 inches),
making the hills an important water source
for the rest of the watershed.  The many springs that seep from
the rocky substrate on the south side of the hills eventually feed
into to the Milk River.  The Cypress Hills also contribute
significantly to groundwater recharge in the watershed.Sandstone Outcrops

East of the Town of Milk River, unique and spectacular
sandstone formations flank the river.  Wind and water
erode the soft sandstone, creating mystical shapes
and surreal-looking topography.  DIfferential erosion of
sandstone layers of varying hardness results in rock
pillars, called hoodoos. The eroded sediment
ultimately ends up in the Milk River, causing the high
turbidity and milky colour.

Native Rangelands
Extensive rolling grasslands are a prominent and important part of
the Milk River Watershed.  Well-managed native rangelands
contribute significantly to the quality and quantity of water.  Healthy
grasslands absorb water, acting like a sponge, thus reducing
surface runoff and increasing the amount of water stored.  They
also filter nutrients, thereby protecting water quality.  Healthy
native grasslands reduce the amount of sediment that runs off into
creeks and rivers.  Native rangelands are resistant to drought and
make efficient use of available water - a very suitable landuse for
this dry area!

Dry Mixed Grass
Most of the Milk River Watershed
sits in the Dry Mixed Grass
Natural Region.  The low
precipitation and high evaporation
result in a mixture of short and
medium-height grasses such as
blue grama grass, spear grass
and June grass.
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There is fantastic diversity of wild plants and animals in the Milk River Watershed.  This is largely because
the area has experienced less human disturbance compared to other watersheds.  Of these wild plants and

animals, some species are fairly common across the province, whereas others are found only in the Milk
River Watershed.  Approximately 50 of the 180 species listed as “At Risk”, “May be at Risk” or “Sensitive” in

the General Status of Alberta Wild Species 2000 are found in the Milk River Watershed.

Western Blue Flag
Iris missouriensis
This member of the iris family is a very
rare plant in Alberta.  It is found in just
a few locations in the province, including

a couple of sites in the western portion
of the Milk River Watershed.
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Pronghorn Antilocapra americana
Pronghorns have had a rocky ride in
Alberta.  Their population dwindled in the
1920’s, but conservation efforts have
increased their numbers in Alberta over
the past 80 years. 

In the winter, pronghorns require
grasslands containing dense sagebrush,
as this is their primary winter food. 

Soapweed Yucca Glauca
Sometimes called the Yucca plant, Soapweed is found only in two
locations in Alberta - along the the Milk River and it’s tributary, the
Lost River.  Growing on steep south-facing slopes, Soapweed relies
exclusively on the Yucca Moth for pollination.  These two species
cannot survive without each other, as the caterpillar of the Yucca
Moth feeds on Soapweed seeds.  



Greater Sage Grouse
Centrocercus urophasianus

The sage grouse is dependant on
sagebrush for its survival, thus it is
restricted to parts of Alberta where
extensive sagebrush communities are
found - namely the Milk River Watershed!
Sagebrush makes up almost all of their
diet in the winter, and provides
protection from predators and weather.

Population estimates indicate approximately 300 of these
magnificent grouse remain in Alberta and they are listed as
“May be at Risk” in the province.

Long-billed Curlew  
Numenius americanus

This easily recognizable shorebird
is usually found far from water, in
native prairie grasslands and
sometimes in cultivated fields.
Grasshoppers form their main
diet.  

Alberta has a relatively healthy
population of Long-billed Curlews, estimated at between
10,000 and 14,000 birds.  As curlews have declined in
numbers across North America, Alberta contains a very
significant part of the  world population.

Weidemeyer’s Admiral  
Limenitis weidemeyerii

This striking black and white butterfly
can be seen fluttering through the
cottonwoods and willows along the Milk
River.  They lay their eggs on shrubs
such as saskatoon, willow and
chokecherry.

In Alberta, the Weidemeyer’s Admiral is  found only along an 80km
stretch of the Milk River and its tributaries. Considered “May be at
Risk” in Alberta, the total population is estimated at 1800-3200
individuals.

Swift Fox Vulpes velox

The swift fox disappeared from Alberta in the late 1930s. This
tiny fox has made a comeback in recent years through intensive
re-introductions and conservation efforts.
The current Canadian population is
estimated at 300 - 650 foxes.  Most of
these foxes are living in the eastern
portion of the Milk River Watershed.

The swift fox’s diet is varied, consisting of
carrion, rodents, rabbits, insects (mostly
grasshoppers), plants, amphibians,
reptiles and small birds. South of the
Cypress Hills, 25-30% of the diet consists
of Richardson’s Ground Squirrels. 
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Water in the River
The water in the Milk River comes from snowmelt in the headwaters, inflows from

tributaries and precipitation runoff throughout the watershed.  Snowmelt in the headwaters
accounts for between 50% and 80% of the water in the river.  Precipitation runoff
accounts for the remaining 50% to 20% of the water in the river.

In addition to the natural flows, the water in the Milk River is augmented by an inter-basin
transfer of water from the St. Mary River.  The St. Mary Canal, completed in 1917,
carries water from the St. Mary River to the North Milk River, just before it flows into
Canada.  This inter-basin transfer allows the U.S.A. to use its share of the water in the
St. Mary River system, which also originates in the U.S.A., but flows into the South
Saskatchewan River Basin.  The canal usually operates from April to October,
transferring from 17 to 21 cubic meters of water per second.

Boundary Waters Treaty
Where rivers cross international boundaries, there needs to be agreement on how the

water will be shared.  The apportionment of water between Alberta and Montana was
formalized in the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909.  The Treaty established the

International Joint Commission, made up of members from both countries, for the purpose
of resolving disputes.  In 1921, the International Joint Commission created an Order that set

out the rules for the apportionment and measurement of water in the St Mary River and Milk
River.  The 1921 Order outlines how the water in the St. Mary and Milk Rivers is to be
divided.  In the irrigation season, the USA is entitled to three-quarters of the water in the Milk
River and Canada is entitled to one-quarter of the flow. The USA is entitled to one-quarter of
the flow in the St. Mary River and Canada is entitled to three-quarters of the flow.   In the
non-irrigation season, flows are divided equally for both rivers.  

Milk
River

St. Mary
River

In the irrigation season, Canada is
entitled to one-quarter of the flow
in the Milk River up to 666cfs and
three-quarters of the flow in the St.
Mary River.
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Water Underground
Although we can’t usually see it, water stored in underground aquifers is an important source of water for
people living in the watershed.  The Milk River Aquifer and the Whiskey Valley Aquifer are two examples of
important aquifers.  The water in aquifers originates from snowmelt and precipitation which slowly
percolates through the soil and is stored in sandstone or gravel formations. 

The Milk River Aquifer covers an area of approximately 11,300 km2 and is the primary source of water
for over 800 farms and ranches and the communities of Skiff, Foremost, Orion and Grassy Lake.  The
water in the aquifer generally flows in northeasterly direction. Flow is perhaps not the right word, creeping
is a better description, as it is estimated as moving at a rate of 0.15 to 1.5 meters/year!  The aquifer is
recharged by areas of higher elevation, such as the Sweetgrass Hills, Milk River Ridge and Cypress Hills.
There is also some recharge by the Milk River itself, where the water-holding sandstone formation comes
into contact with the river.  

Groundwater & Surfacewater
are Closely Linked
All water in a watershed is connected in one way
or another.  For example, water from the Milk River
helps to recharge the Milk River Aquifer where the
sandstone formation touches the River.  Under
some environmental conditions the water may
actually be flowing the other way, from the aquifer
in to the river.   Red Creek, a tributary of the Milk
River is fed by a spring that originates from the
Milk River Aquifer.   Individual aquifers are also
connected.  For example, it is thought that the Milk
River Aquifer may recharge the Whisky River
Aquifer.

Lakes & Wetlands
Shanks Lake, just north of Del Bonita, is the only
large natural lake in the Alberta portion of the
watershed.  It is a shallow (3.1m) lake with high
levels of dissolved solids and alkalinity.  

Temporary ponds and shallow wetlands are also
important parts of the watershed.  They help to
recharge groundwater and provide habitat for many
wildlife species.  The plains spadefoot relies on
temporary ponds for their survival.  They remain
underground until heavy spring and summer rains
create temporary ponds.  In this dry climate,
sometimes this means that spadefoots must hide out
underground  for five years or more!
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Water Use by Communities

Community Average Time Period
Annual Consumption

Milk River 305,500m3 1995-2003
Coutts 155,000m3 1971-2003
Warner 71,000m3 2001-2002

The Milk River Watershed is sparsely populated
compared to many of Alberta’s other watersheds.

Approximately 3,300 people make their home here.  Of
these, 880 live in the Town of Milk River, 380 live in the

village of Coutts and 380 live in the Village of Warner.  

With an annual precipitation of between 316mm and 450mm,
water has always been a precious and limited resource in this
area.  The Town of Milk River and Village of Coutts pump water
from the river to nearby settling basins and storage ponds.
The Village of Warner obtains water from the diversion of
irrigation water from the Milk River Reservoir, which is a part
of the St. Mary River Basin.  

Two rural water cooperatives, the 501 Water Cooperative
Ltd. and the North Milk River Water Users Coop. obtain
their water from the Town of Milk River’s storage ponds.  

There are several rural water cooperatives that use
groundwater wells on the  Whiskey Valley Aquifer.  The Milk

River West and Warner West cooperatives use a combined
total of 124,000m3 per year.  The Milk River East

cooperative uses approximately 114,000m3 per year.  In the
past ten years there has been a drop in these well levels of

approximately one meter.  
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Going with the Flow
Innovative technologies are being employed in the Milk River Watershed to moni-
tor irrigation water.  The Remote Monitoring Project is a pilot project of Alberta
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development.  In 2005, flow meters were installed
on 35 irrigation pumps.  The meters monitor the amount of water being used
and can be a valuable tool to help producers manage irrigation water.  Eleven of
these meters have communication devices that send the flow data to the inter-
net via cellular and satellite networks.  This allows Alberta Environment staff to

view total water useage.  The effectiveness of the monitoring
devices will be evaluated in 2006. 

The Milk River Watershed was selected for this study because all
water users in the watershed could be included in the study.  In
addition, the information collected will help the Task Force that
was established to assist the International Joint Commission to
better understand water use in the watershed.  

Irrigation in the Watershed
A variety of water licenses have been issued by
Alberta Environment allowing the  use of water from
the Milk River.  Of these Licenses, 93% of the water
is used for agricultural purposes, irrigating a total of
3,318 ha.  

Agriculture in the Watershed
Agriculture is the predominant landuse in the Milk
River Watershed, ranging from large ranches and
farms to smaller agricultural operations.  There are
400 commercial farms, making up 2% of the total
farms in Alberta. Grain farms dominate in the central
and eastern portion of the watershed, and beef
production is the focus of the western portion.
Dryland grain farms are usually from 560 ha to 770
ha in size, with wheat and barley comprising the main
crops.  

Water Licenses for the Milk River
Sector # of Licenses          Annual consumption

plus losses (dam3)

Agricultural 1 80
Commercial (watering parks) 2 1 1 5
Irrigation 66 1 3 , 9 6 3
Municipal 5 518

Total 74 14,649
12
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The Milk River Watershed is a happening place!  There are many
organizations, families and individuals that are working hard to maintain
and improve the health of the watershed.  Here are a few examples:

Conserving a Valuable Aquifer
The Milk River Aquifer is a water-storing sandstone formation underlying the County of Forty

Mile, the County of Warner and the M.D. of Taber.   The water stored in the aquifer is
brought to the surface in springs and wells and is an extremely valuable water source in this
dry region.

In the late 1990s, concern about declining water levels in the aquifer prompted an
evaluation.  Studies determined that groundwater levels had dropped by more than 30
meters in much of the area covered by the aquifer.   Records indicated that water use
had doubled from 1960 to 1992, primarily because of an increase in livestock numbers.  

In response to these findings, the Milk River Aquifer Reclamation and Conservation
Program was initiated.  The program was a joint project between the County of Forty
Mile, Alberta Environment and Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada.  The first step was to
locate and map all the wells in the aquifer.  1,027 wells were found, over ten percent of

which were no longer in use.  To reduce contamination of the aquifer and minimize water
loss, 101 unused wells were plugged with cement.  Twenty-two of these wells were

actively flowing and it is estimated that plugging these wells saves approximately 13
million gallons of water every year!  The program also undertook public education

programs to create awareness of the aquifer and promote water conservation practices.
Although the Program is technically over, monitoring is continuing and automatic water level
recording devices have been installed in several wells.
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Seine netting for fish in the Milk River

The Western Silvery Minnow is the least abundant of these three species.
Requiring sandy habitats, it is found downstream of Writing-On-Stone Provincial
Park.  In 2005, Fisheries and Oceans Canada spent four days surveying for
these minnows in the Milk River.  They caught 325 minnows between Writing-On-
Stone Provincial Park and the U.S. border.  The Recovery Team believes that the
limited distribution and low abundance of the Western Silvery Minnow is because
of it’s limited range, rather than a human-caused
decline.  Thus, conservation efforts are directed at
the protection and maintenance of the
current population.  Research is
under way to determine more
about the biology of this rare fish.

Maintaining Three Unique Fish Species

As it’s name suggests, the St. Mary’s Sculpin
is also found in the St. Mary River.  In the Milk
River, it is found upstream of Writing-On-Stone
Provincial Park and into the North Milk, as it
prefers a rocky substrate. 

The Milk River is home to three fish species that are very rare in Alberta.  The
Stonecat, Western Silvery Minnow and St. Mary Sculpin are all listed as “Threatened”
under Alberta’s Wildlife Act.  Because the Western Silvery Minnow and Stonecat are
found only in the Missouri drainage system, the Milk River is the only river in Alberta
where they live.  The Milk River Fish Species Recovery Team is a group of people and
agencies that are working hard to find out more about these rare fish and how to
ensure that their populations are maintained. 

St. Mary’s Sculpin

Western Silvery Minnow
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The Stonecat is found from the confluence of the North Milk and the Milk River and
downstream.  As well as being rare in Alberta, the Stonecat has other claims to fame.
It is the only species of catfish in Alberta and is our only venomous
fish!  They possess poison glands at the base their pectoral fins.

Stonecat



Landowners Protecting Riparian Health
& Water Quality
Riparian areas are the green zones next to rivers, creeks, wetlands and
sloughs.  Healthy riparian areas are vital to maintaining water quality and
quantity.  They provide a valuable forage resource and they support
exceptionally high levels of biodiversity.  

In the Milk River Watershed, many landowners are concerned about
maintaining and improving the health of riparian areas.  The Milk River
Ranchers Association is a group of livestock producers that are working
together to address riparian health issues along the Milk River.  The Group
has established several demonstration projects that illustrate measures that
can be undertaken to benefit riparian areas.  The demonstration sites
include a grazeable riparian pasture, riparian fencing to reduce cattle loafing
in sensitive areas, riparian corridor fencing to protect valuable shrubs and
cottonwood saplings, and the installation of beaver-proof wire to protect
mature cottonwood trees. 

Cows and Fish (Alberta’s Riparian Habitat
Management Program) have been assisting
the Milk River Ranchers with their projects.
Since 1997, Cows and Fish has conducted
over 100 riparian health inventories along
the Milk River.  Inventories provide baseline
information about how riparian areas are
functioning.  Landowners can use this
information to adjust management of riparian
areas to maintain or improve riparian health.
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Looking After Species At Risk
The vast landscapes of the Milk River Watershed
boast many plants and animals that are considered at
risk in Alberta and Canada. Most of these species
exist here because of the large amounts of relatively
undisturbed and well-managed prairie habitats.
MULTISAR, short for “multiple landowners and
agencies working together to conserve multiple
species at risk”, promotes stewardship activities
among residents of the Milk River Watershed that help
to conserve species at risk and their habitats.
MULTISAR is a joint program between the Alberta
Conservation Association, Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development Fish and Wildlife Division and
Alberta Public Lands and Forest Division.  They have
conducted baseline inventories of species at risk in
the watershed.  Their Stewardship Program helps
landowners to maintain and improve current
operations so that both agriculture and wildlife benefit.
Currently, over 2,509 hectares (62,000 acres) are
included in MULTISAR’s Stewardship Program.

Northern Leopard Frog



Kennedy Coulee Ecological Reserve
Rolling terrain and a variety of prairie plant communities can
be explored in Kennedy Coulee.  Look for a variety of wildlife
such as brown thrashers, black-billed cuckoos, golden eagles,
prairie rattlesnakes, pronghorns and mule deer.

There are several parks and protected areas that allow residents
and visitors to experience the magic of the Milk River Watershed.

Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park/
Aisinai’pi, a National Historic Site

One of the largest areas of protected prairie in Alberta’s
parks network, this park preserves significant coulee and
prairie wildlife habitats.  An archaelolgical preserve protects the
largest concentration of native rock paintings and carvings on
the North American Plains.  A reconstructed Northwest
Mounted Police outpost depicts the area’s role in
bringing law and order to the Canadian west.

Cypress Hills
Interprovincial Park
Canada’s first and only interprovincial park is
the highest point between the Rocky
Mountains and Labrador.  The park’s unique
montane environment is an oasis of mixed
and lodgepole pine forests in the midst of
the prairies.  The park features a wealth of
plant and animal life, including 14 species
of orchids.

Ecological reserves preserve and protect natural
heritage for research and education.  Public
access is by foot only.  Most ecological reserves
are open to the public for low-impact activities.

Milk River Natural Area
Gently rolling grasslands dissected by deeply-
cut stream valleys, coulees and rugged
badlands are found in this Natural Area. As well
as numerous species of plants and animals,
the area contains many geologic features
including one of only five igneous rock dykes
known on the Canadian plains.

Natural areas preserve and protect sites of
local significance and provide opportunities
for low-impact recreation and nature
appreciation.
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Provincial parks preserve natural heritage,
support outdoor recreation, heritage tourism
and nature appreciation activities that are
compatible with environmental protection.



The Bigger Picture
The Milk River Watershed is one of seven major river basins in Alberta.
The others are the Peace/Slave, Athabasca, Hay, North

Saskatchewan, South Saskatchewan and Beaver.  All of Alberta’s water-
sheds are facing increasing demands as more and more strain is being

placed on our provincial water resources.  

The Government of Alberta, representing the people of Alberta, owns the
rights to all water in Alberta.  Through the Water Act, the provincial gov-
ernment is responsible for regulating all activities that affect water and
water use. 

In 2001, the Water for Life strategy was launched by the provincial gov-
ernment in an effort to address pressures on our water resources.
Three goals were established:

Safe, secure drinking water supply
Healthy aquatic ecosystems
Reliable, quality water supplies for a sustainable economy 
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As water and water issues affect all of us, three
types of partnerships have been established in
order to implement the Water for Life strategy:

The Provincial Water Advisory Council oversees
the implementation of the Water for Life strategy.

The Watershed Planning and Advisory Councils
lead watershed planning activities, develop best
management practices and education programs
and report on the state of the watershed.
Currently there are four active watershed coun-
cils; the Oldman Watershed Council, the Bow
River Basin Council, North Saskatchewan
Watershed Alliance, Red Deer River Watershed
Alliance and the Milk River Watershed Council
Canada.  The Milk River Watershed Council
Canada is the newest of the Watershed Councils.

The Watershed Stewardship Groups operate at a
community level to share information and protect
watersheds.



The Milk River Watershed Council Canada
Our Water ~ Our Legacy
In January 2005, residents of the Milk River Watershed were asked if they thought that a Watershed
Council would be benefit the region.  Over 95% of respondents supported the development of a
Council.  Residents felt that a Council would help keep local people involved and informed, address
water shortages, increase collaboration, increase funding opportunities and provide a forum to
respond to international water management issues.

An interim Steering Committee was formed in April 2005, after a public meeting in Milk River.  The
Committee drafted bylaws, goals and an action plan which ultimately resulted in the formation of the
Milk River Watershed Council Canada.  Anyone who lives and works in the Watershed is invited to be
involved with the Council.  The Board of Directors consists of citizens from all aspects of life in the
Milk River Watershed - such as ranching, farming, various levels of government, industry, irrigation
and healthcare.  

Our Goal
To achieve balance among a
thriving community, a
healthy environment and a
prosperous economy
through understanding,
dialogue and action.

Our Vision
A watershed where
community well being is
supported by a vibrant
economy and sustained by
a healthy environment that
will endure as our legacy
for future generations.

Our Mission
The Milk River Watershed
Council Canada strives to
proactively preserve and
improve the economic, social
and environmental interests of
the basin through effective
partnerships and sound science.

Mission, Vision and Goal Statements
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Watershed Goals
Initial surveys helped to define current and future concerns in the Milk
River Watershed.  The Steering Committee developed goals that address
these concerns.  The first steps will be to draw up an action plan will
work towards achieving these goals.

Water Supply &
Management
To foster the sustainable use

and integrated management of

land and water resources.

Quality Water
To monitor the quality of water

in the Milk River and its

tributaries, and promote quality

domestic water supplies.

Conservation of Wildlife & Plant Species
Diversity
To increase knowledge & awareness of conservation

initiatives in the watershed and facilitate partnerships

that conserve wildlife and plant diversity.

Riparian Protection
To support and initiate programs

that protect, maintain and

improve riparian areas.

Economic Development
To pursue issues that will

encourage economic

development in the watershed.

Informed Community
(Awareness & Education)
To increase community

awareness of the watershed.

International Issues
To maintain open an effective

dialogue between the Milk River

Watershed Council Canada and

the U.S. Milk River International

Alliance.

How You Can Get Involved
Membership on the MRWCC is open to all individuals
and organizations who live or work in the Milk River
Watershed, and whose interests are consistent with the
Mission, Vision and Goals of the MRWCC.  

Contact Us!
Milk River Watershed Council Canada
C/O Box 313
Milk River, AB T0K 1M0

Phone: (403) 921-5667 
email: info@milkriverbasin.org
www.milkriverbasin.org
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Other Watershed Councils

Oldman Watershed Council
403-381-5801  www.oldmanbasin.org

Bow River Basin Council
403-254-3419   www.brbc.ab.ca

North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance
780-496-3474   www.nswa.ab.ca
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Groups and Organizations working towards improving
watershed health:

Milk River Ranchers Association
403-642-2255 

MULTISAR
Multiple landowners and agencies working together to conserve multiple species at risk
2nd Floor, YPM Place, 530-8th Street South, Lethbridge, AB, T1J 2J8
403-382-4364   www.multisar-milkriverbasin.com

Cows and Fish (Alberta’s Riparian Habitat Management Program)
2nd Floor, YPM Place, 530-8th Street South, Lethbridge, AB, T1J 2J8
Lethbridge 403-381-5538  www.cowsandfish.org

Milk River Fish Species Recovery Team
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development, Fish and Wildlife Division,
Lethbridge 403-382-4362   

Remote Monitoring Project
Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development
Lethbridge 403-381-5515

Water Supply Information & Conditions
Alberta Environment  www3.gov.ab.ca/env/water/ws/watersupply/

Water for Life : Alberta’s Strategy for Sustainability
Alberta Environment
780-427-6310   www.waterforlife.gov.ab.ca
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