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Attention Milk River Watershed Residents 
and Producers!
Are looking to work on any of the following 
project?
Wetland enhancements:
 • Watering systems/Alternative water  
  developments
 • Riparian Corridor/Exclusion fencing 
 • Riparian plantings
Wintering site management projects:
 • Portable windbreaks
 • Calf shelters
 • Winter watering system

Funding is available to residents and 
agricultural producers located along the 
sand-bed reach (See map below) and 
along select tributaries across the entire 
watershed. Producers in other areas of 
the watershed will be considered based 
on project merit. The targeted projects will 
improve riparian health of the Milk River and 
build resiliency to both fl ood and drought 
impacts within the watershed and improve 
water quality. The MRWCC has formed a 
WRRP Project Review Committee which is 
responsible for selecting applicants based 
on merit and funding eligibility. Please note 
that funding is available on a fi rst come fi rst 
serve basis.

The MRWCC has secured funding 
($250,000) for Milk River residents and 
producers through the Watershed 
Restoration and Resiliency Program (WRRP), 
A program initiated by the Government of 
Alberta (Alberta Environment and Parks) to 
promote the long-term ability of watersheds 
to mitigate the effects of future fl ood and 
drought events. 

This funding is for the second phase 
of the WRRP program titled “Riparian 
Restoration and Stewardship Program.” This is 
a four-year funding program, from April 2017 

to March 2021. This program will provide 
fi nancial incentive to landowners along the 
Milk River by implementing projects that 
improve riparian health of the basin and 
build resiliency to both fl ood and drought 
impacted areas within the watershed. 
This funding will build on the success of 
fi rst phase which targeted residents and 
agricultural producers located along the 
North Fork Milk River (Reach1), and the 
Milk River Gravel-bed reach (Reach3) and 
the Red Creek tributaries which will be 
completed March 2018. 

Please apply as soon as possible, as 
we are currently looking for shovel ready 
projects that meet the objectives of the 
program.

The MRWCC wishes to thank the 
Government of Alberta (Alberta  
Environment and Parks) for this funding. 

For more information please contact 
tim@mrwcc.ca or visit our web at 
www.mrwcc.ca 

Funding Opportunities for 
Stewardship Implementation 

Projects!

Science Forum – December 5, 2017
Are you interested in learning about 

research and scientifi c fi ndings that impact 
the state of our watershed? The Milk River 
Watershed Council Canada is inviting you 
to attend their Science Forum which will 
showcase scientifi c research that has been 
conducted in the Milk River Watershed and 
surrounding areas. This forum will provide a 
stage for researchers to share their fi ndings 
with engaged community members and 
stakeholders. Examples of presentations at 
the forum are topics related to Research or 

Monitoring such as: 
 • Water Quality / River Hydrology
 • Land Use Planning / Native Grassland 
 • Species at Risk / Fisheries 
 • Resource Extraction / Reclamation 
The Science Forum will be held on 
December 5, 2017, at the Milk River Civic 
Centre, starting at 9am. An agenda will be 
available end of November.  
Lunch will be provided.
For more information please email
mary@mrwcc.ca Kennedy Coulee Photo by William King

Portable Remote Watering System on Red Creek 

Exclusion Fencing on Milk River 
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2017 Community Appreciation Forum

Community 
Appreciation Forum

Last year the MRWCC hosted the 1st Annual 
Community Appreciation Forum. This forum was initiated 
to celebrate the great work of local landowners, 
leaseholders, and managers for being good 
environmental guardians of our working landscapes: 
Water, Land, and Biodiversity, as well as bring awareness 
to current activities that promote watershed health. 

Due to the success of this forum, there has been 
an appeal to host another forum. The MRWCC will be 
hosting the 2nd Annual Community Appreciation Forum 
on March 27, 2018. 

Please note that this is a free event, all watershed 
community members and stakeholders are invited to 
attend. 

An agenda will be available prior to the meeting. For 
more information please contact mary@mrwcc.ca

March 27, 2018
Save the date 

Photo by William King

ST. MARY AND MILK RIVERS UPDATE,
2017 SEASON

By Alberta Environment and Parks

Water Monitoring Update

As many MRWCC members 
are likely aware, water 
shortages in 2017 required 
Alberta Environment and Parks 
to issue notices to irrigators 
to cease diversions from the 
Milk River from August 3rd 
onward for the remainder of 
the irrigation season. Similarly, 
no water was available for 
irrigators downstream of 
Fresno Reservoir in Montana 
for most of August. Alberta 
Environment and Parks has 
also suspended the issuance 
of any temporary diversion 
licences for water from the 
Milk River until further notice.

Why did this happen? 
Conditions that were wetter 
than normal in the fall of 2016 
and spring of 2017 rapidly 
became drier than normal. 
The Milk River basin was wet 
in Canada and the U.S.A. in 
early spring, but conditions 
drastically changed so that 
by the third week of June, no 
natural fl ow was reaching 
Montana at the eastern 
crossing of the Milk River. The 
upper St. Mary River basin 
was also wet in both the fall of 
2016 and spring of 2017. 

The waters of the Milk 
River and St. Mary River are 
shared by Canada and the 
U.S.A. under the terms of 
the Boundary Waters Treaty 
as administered by the 
International Joint Commission 
(IJC), and its 1921 Order 
written to clarify the intent and 
wording of the treaty.

More recently, a creative 
solution of allowing defi cits 
during different periods of 
the irrigation season was 
formalized in a Letter of Intent 
(LOI) between the Accredited 
Offi cers of the IJC. The LOI 
allows for an early defi cit to 

Canada on the St. Mary River, 
and later in the season, for 
the Milk River users in Alberta 
to access an offsetting defi cit 
to the U.S.A.–St. Mary water 
fl owing in the Milk River. The 
two defi cits must balance 
each other by the end of the 
season.

In most years the LOI is 
mutually benefi cial, allowing 
both the U.S.A. and Canada 
to use more of their allotted 
share of the water (portion of 
the total fl ow) during the time 
it most benefi ts their irrigators, 
within constraints of the 
current water management 
infrastructure.

But in 2017, wet spring 
conditions meant that the 
U.S.A. could not use more than 
its share of St. Mary water, as 
Fresno Reservoir was full and 
stream fl ows were already 
high. Thus, no defi cit was 
created that Canada would 
be able to trade against later 
in the irrigation season. With 
no defi cit to trade against and 
no water storage in the Milk 
River watershed in Canada, 
no water was available to 
Canada to offset the defi cit 
created by Alberta irrigators’ 
water use, from the third week 
of June onward.

In addition, extremely hot 
and dry weather in eastern 
Montana in July created very 
high demand for irrigation 
water. Even with the canal 
operating at full capacity, 
Fresno Reservoir levels 
reduced rapidly. U.S.A. offi cials 
became concerned about 
its ability to meet water needs 
through the winter; hence, the 
need to stop irrigation use in 
August. 

Alberta did ask if Alberta 
Milk River irrigation could 

continue building a defi cit on 
the Milk River. U.S.A. offi cials 
would not agree to this as 
allowing Alberta users to 
continue to irrigate using U.S.A. 
water while shutting off US 
irrigators was unacceptable. 
Alberta also asked if some 
of its share of the St. Mary 
could be transferred over to 
the Milk River however, the 
capacity of the diversion 
canal was fully utilized by the 
U.S.A. transferring U.S.A. water 
to meet demands in Fresno 
Reservoir.

2017 has been a 
challenging year for Milk 
River water management. 
Jurisdictions are working 
together through the 
Montana - Alberta Joint Water 
Management Initiative to 
examine options allowing 
Canada and the USA to 
better access their water 
shares. This included several 
‘administrative’ options, such 
as increasing defi cit volumes 
under a modifi ed Letter of 
Intent, as well as making 
infrastructure additions or 
changes in both the U.S.A. 
and Canada. Presently 
the Alberta and Montana 
offi cials are working to fi nalize 
a joint recommendations 
report to the Premier and 
Governor.  Once approved 
by Premier and Governor, the 
report would be submitted 
to the IJC. In addition to this 
joint initiative, IJC Offi cials, 
and U.S.A. and Canadian 
federal, state, and provincial 
agencies, continue to work 
to improve the methods 
for monitoring, calculating 
the apportionment, and 
managing the available 
supply of this critical resource.

The Milk River Watershed Council 
Canada has monitored the Milk 
River and some of its tributaries since 
2006 in partnership with Alberta 
Environment and Parks, Cardston 
County, County of Warner, and 
Cypress County. The program forms 
the baseline for long-term water 
quality monitoring in the Milk River 
watershed.

In 2014, The Government of 
Alberta announced that they will 
not be contributing towards this 
project as Alberta Environmental 
Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting 
Agency (AEMERA) had taken over 
the monitoring side of things. At 
that time, the Government only 
monitored one site (HWY 880) of the 
12 sites monitored by the MRWCC. 
Although the Council has continued 
water monitoring, economically, 
it has been an uphill battle since 
we had to source our own funding 
for the analytical costs. In 2016 the 
government disbanded the Alberta 
Environmental Monitoring, Evaluation 
and Reporting Agency. And later the 
Government of Alberta Environmental 
Monitoring and Science Division 
(EMSD), became responsible for 
monitoring, evaluating and reporting 
on key air, water, land and biodiversity 
indicators in Alberta. 

In 2016, it became clear that 
there was lack of communication 
between the MRWCC and EMSD as 
the number of water monitoring sites 
in the watershed monitored by EMSD 
increased from one to eight including 
three tributaries replicating some 
of the sites that the MRWCC was 

sampling. It is at this point that the two 
parties met in April 2017 and reached 
an agreement to amalgamate the 
programs to eliminate any replication 
and be fi scally responsible.
The two parties will meet again end of 
November to evaluate the program. 
The MRWCC Board of Directors 
and partners understand the value 
and importance of accurate and 
timely monitoring and reporting of 
Water Quality to our community. This 
information has helped us better 
understand the watershed, including 
siting for stewardship projects, 
investigating sources of bacteria near 
Writing On Stone Provincial Park, fi re 
response monitoring, and facilitating 
aquatic research.

Invasive Mussel update
This year the MRWCC in conjunction 

with Writing-On-Stone-Provincial-Park 
carried out a mussel monitoring 
program as the threat of invasive 
mussels draws closer to Alberta. Mussel 
substrates were placed on 5 locations 
within the mainstem Milk River. A 
substrate check is a method where 
items such as a PVC pipe is placed 
in the water and regularly checked 
for adult mussels. The fi ve locations 
were: North Fork at 501, Milk River at 
501, Upstream of the Town of Milk River, 
HWY 880 Bridge, and Pinhorn Grazing 
Reserve.

The locations were monitored 
monthly from May to October and no 
mussels have been found. 

For more information on the invasive 
mussels visit https://www.albertaparks.
ca/albertaparksca/science-research/
aquatic-invasive-species/ 

Photo by William King

Mussel sample
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Monitoring Invasive mussels on the Milk River 
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Water siphons in Montana
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History of the ‘Spite Ditch’ 
and Water sharing in

the Milk River
Water is life, and the rich history 

of water management in the 
Milk River really sets the stage for 

irrigation and water management across 
Southern Alberta and Canada. In 1904 a 
rather ambiguous looking and questionably 
effective canal was built west of Milk River. 
When constructed, it resulted in the then-US 
Secretary of State John Hay writing a letter to 
the British Ambassador claiming that giving 
permission to have water diverted from 
the Milk River was "lacking in friendliness." 
Building of the Milk River Canal was a major 
contributor to Americans and Canadians 
sitting down and discussing shared water 
and would eventually lead to the creation of 
a treaty between the two countries.

For this Milk River Canal is much better 
known historically as the “Spite Ditch”.

In the 1890s Mormons led by Ora Card 
started the St. Mary River irrigation project 
with water diverted from the St. Mary River 
near Kimball for irrigation and infrastructure 
all the way to Lethbridge.

The same arid conditions that led 
southern Alberta to build an irrigation 
system also occur in northern Montana’s 
highline area of Malta, Havre, and Glasgow. 
Settlers in Montana also needed irrigation 
water. And the St. Mary River, the water 
necessary for the Canadian irrigation 
system, comes out of the United States. In 
1891 the Montana government discussed 
plans to divert the St. Mary River to the 
Marias River, but that was found to be too 
expensive. Then in 1902, with the American 
Congress passing the Reclamation Act 
offering new money for irrigation projects, 
a new plan was considered to divert water 
from the St. Mary River to the Milk River, 
where it could be accessed by American 
farmers once the Milk River returned to the 
United States.

Informal and formal talks started between 
the countries and while they were occurring 
the Canadian North-West Irrigation 
Company constructed the Spite Ditch. 
Surveying started in November 1903 on the 
26km canal that took water out of the Milk 
River and carried it back to the Oldman 
River Basin.

The canal effectively showed that, as Dr. 
John Dormaar wrote "the people of Alberta 
had 'structurally' called the Americans' 
bluff." “The story of the Spite Ditch may be 
one of the great triumphs of Canadian 
history. A young upstart nation forced its 
larger, older neighbour to the south to the 
table to negotiate a deal, a fair one that has 
stood the test of time."

From the discussions held between 
the countries, a new process through 
the International Joint Commission was 
established, and a treaty was struck; the 
1909 Boundary Waters Treaty. The treaty 
oversaw how water would be shared 
between the two countries but, effectively, as 
the Canadian system was constructed fi rst, it 
was able to get the water it needed.

The Spite Ditch (Milk River Canal) was 
built quickly and could be shown to carry 
water. It had great seepage issues and only 
used once for a short period of time. But in 
that short time the canal held water and it 
changed history.

Over the years most of the canal has 
disappeared but a small portion of it is still 
visible from Highway 4 north and west of 
Milk River.

The treaty and rulings of the International 
Joint Commission that established the 
1921 rules about shared water on the 
St. Mary and Milk River systems are still 
critically important today and continue to 
be the key infl uence over water security for 
communities on both sides of the border. 
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Thank 
You for 

Supporting 
the 

MRWCC!!

The Milk River Watershed Council 
Canada Receives Core and Project 
Funding from the Government of 
Alberta - Alberta Environment and Parks 

The MRWCC recently received 
a grant of $250,000 from Alberta 
Environment and Parks to help 
carry out watershed planning and 
management activities for the fi scal 
year 2017/18.

The MRWCC is a non-profi t, multi-
stakeholder organization that strives 
for a watershed where community 
well-being is supported by a vibrant 
economy and sustained by a 
healthy, functioning environment 
that will endure as a legacy for future 
generations.

The Government of Alberta (GOA) 
has supported the MRWCC since its 
inception in 2006. This support has 
enabled the Council to carry out 
core operations and partially fund 

watershed projects. The MRWCC wishes 
to thank the GOA for this continued 
support.

We would also like to thank Granite 
Oil Corp. for their generous donation of 
$3,000 which will help with watershed 
management activities.

We would like to appeal to the public 
and corporations to join in supporting 
our cause - community driven 
watershed stewardship!

The MRWCC is a not-for-profi t, 
charitable organization. Your donation 
will support community driven 
watershed stewardship initiatives 
that help achieve balance among 
a thriving community, a healthy 
environment and a prosperous 
economy through understanding, 
dialogue and action. Individual and 
corporate donations are essential 
to leverage project funding from 
other funders. As a supporter, we 

will keep you informed through our 
biannual newsletters, email updates, 
and invitations to community events 
and tours. We are committed to 
ensure your gift will be used effi ciently 
supporting watershed planning, 
monitoring, and stewardship within our 
community. The MRWCC is a registered 
charity and will issue a tax-deductible 
receipt for your donation upon request.

To donate please visit our website at 
www.mrwcc.ca 

Do you want to be one of the first to know about 
our awesome hikes, tours and other events?

Join our membership at no cost!
You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter:
https://www.facebook.com/milkriverwater/ and
https://twitter.com/MRWCouncil 

Red Creek Tour
In partnership with County of Warner, MRWCC hosted 

a tour day for producers interested in portable water 
systems and winter watering systems. Producers were fi rst 
shown one of our sites where the producer had a portable 
watering system in place. 

We then moved on to a site to show off a winter watering 
system. Producers were very interested in the different 
options that could benefi t their operations.

If you missed this tour or are interested in learning more 
about these systems and the possible grants available, 
please contact Tim at 403-647-4342.

Photos by Kandra Forbes

Our Fall Hike tour to the Sandstone 
Ranch was a success! Participants were 
fortunate to not only see some amazing 
landmarks but we were also fortunate to 
see an amazing amount of wildlife! 

Participants were able to take in 
the amazing landscape while also 
learning from Leta representing Nature 
Conservancy of Canada about the 
history and NCC’s work with species 
at risk, land management and weed 
control. 

Some of the highlights included 
multiple eagle sightings, a herd of elk, 
some cool hoodoos, a rock wall and 
a vision quest site. The wind and the 
slippery snow didn’t stop people from 
seeing all the amazing sights.

We wish to thank Dennis Spackman 
with WOSPP for providing transport 
for the tour, Ed Sloboda and William 
King  for additional transport and Leta 
Pezderic with NCC for her informative 
presentation. 

Fall Hike Tour

Photos by Kandra Forbes

Eastern Watershed Bus Tour
We are blessed with a rich watershed of rugged 

landscapes carved by the hands of time. The MRWCC 
helps both community members and others better 
understand the challenges and opportunities our 
community face and the often humbling landscapes 
that shape our decisions. Our Eastern Watershed Bus 
Tour the “backroads bus tour” accomplished just that. 
Over 50 people participated on a beautiful day in late 
October. Departing Milk River, we stopped at a number 
of sites: the Pinhorn Grazing Reserve, Lost River Canyon, 
One-Four Research Range, Alberta Conservation
Association (ACA) Silver Sage Restoration Project and 
the Manyberries badlands. The whole way participants 
were fortunate to have very knowledgeable guest 
speakers. Participants were able to look for fossils 
as well as take in unique landscapes. Some talks 
included the history and work of the One-four 
Research Station; different geological sites; Sage 
Grouse and the impact of the Environmental 
Protection Order and the work Alberta Conservation 
Association is doing for wildlife habitat enhancement 
and expanding grazing opportunities for young 
ranching families. 

We wish to thank: Ron McNeil (LandWise Inc. and 
MRWCC Board of Director), for guiding the tour and for 
his tireless knowledgeable presentations throughout 
the tour. William King (MRWCC Board of Director), for 
his historical presentation of the area, Lee Moltzahn 
(ACA) for his discussion on species at risk and 
presentation on the Silver Sage project, Gerry Ehlert 
(AEP), for the insight of the Onefour Ranch, Randy 
Stokke (Sustainable Canada), for his passionate 
presentation on the impact of the Environmental 
Protection Order on the ranching community, and Ed 
Sloboda for providing additional transport. 

Below is a testimonial from one of the participants 
among so many that we received:

“The trip began on a cool quiet slightly overcast 
morning, as we headed for the south east corner of 
Alberta-The Forgotten Corner. Presented with Geology, 
Paleontology, landscapes home to rare species of 
wildlife and plants, we passed land homesteaded by 
my Grandmother’s brothers. 

Focus was on land forms around Pakowki Lake-
recognized by me as the summer grazing land for 
the Hughson’s cattle. The Lucky Strike Upland was to 
me reminiscent of the name Lucky Strike Post Offi ce 

where letters to the homesteading Hughsons’ were 
mailed. Geological structures and soils were presented 
throughout the tour so that for times we were 
transported back thousands of years. Bear Paw Shale 
took us to the Bear Paw Sea which once stretched to 
New Mexico.

A location of isolated interest was the Onefour 
Research Ranch. A vibrant Research Station with 
a nearby town, in the mid 1960’s; the station was 
decommissioned (a much-used term on the trip)...” 
“The Federal Govt. kept only the buildings-slowly 
becoming derelict and the Provincial Government 
took over the land with the practical assistance of the 
University of Alberta. One only hears now of Onefour 
as a point of weather observation, and the town 
Onefour; gone to the eye, is only remembered by a 
friend as a place to go to dances in the late 1950’s 
and early 1960s… Seen but once in the area by our 
presenter was the Yellow Bellied Racer snake....rare 
and fast moving…”. “Throughout the tour we were 
reminded of our school lessons so long ago of the 
drainage systems of North America and the ice age 
movement and damming which ultimately redirected 
water systems…” “While in the fi eld, we learned of the 
sensitive passion of the Rancher. We learned of the 
real life experience of these stewards of their land. 
The Ranch Income depends on care; future wise 
practical management and years of experience on 
their ‘home’- their life. Logically those on the front lines, 
preserving their ‘businesses’ for productivity in years 
to come deserve fi rst consult before government 
involvement”.

Theoretical and Practical were alive on this tour, and 
are at odds in the most sad and extreme examples. 
Yet represented within this tour’s presentations were 
systems which could cooperate and assist each 
other…”

“In my opinion: the tour today again demonstrates 
-Bridges between the ‘old way’ and the ‘new way’ must 
be built; so that ’new ‘can be researched and refi ned 
into ‘practical’ by wise participants before being 
enforced”. Pat Brown, Lethbridge

Watch for future opportunities to join us on tours 
and trips throughout the watershed in 2018, become a 
member to receive early notifi cation of events hosted 
by the MRWCC.

Photos by Kandra Forbes
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Caring for our Watersheds 
How does it work?
Students are to research the 

watershed and identify a problem (we 
can help!). They are then tasked with 
coming up with a realistic solution and 
write up a proposal. The proposal is 
then sent off to be judged. From there, 
10 fi nalists are chosen and given a 
community mentor and an opportunity 
to give a 5 minute presentation. 

Did we mention there is money 
involved? Students have a chance to win 
up to $1,000 for themselves as well as a 
matching cash prize for their school PLUS 
if they wanted to implement their idea, 
there is funding available for that too! 

Please contact Kandra if you are 
interested in participating or want more 
information.

A pair of students from Erle Rivers High 
School in Milk River placed 4th in the 
Caring for Our Watersheds competition 
last year (Thanks to their teacher Mrs. 
Karen Ellert Garber). They proposed 
a project to put in artifi cial nesting 
structures for ferruginous hawks. Not only 

did the pair get $700 for both themselves 
and the school, they also received money to 
implement their idea.

The project has now come to life with 
6 poles being placed on private property 
around the town. The poles were donated 
by Fortis and the nesting structures were 
added following guidelines put out by 
MULTISAR. Fortis also helped put the poles in 
the ground. 

The next step in enticing tenants is to 
add a nest. Ferruginous like to nest on 
the ground, cliffs and trees. Their elevated 
nesting spots are usually old nests. This is 
easier for them as they will simply just add to 
an existing nest. Historically, they have been 
known to add such things such as bison 
bones and dung. Given the right conditions, 
the nests can get to be quite huge!

In order to give the hawks something 
to work with, we recruited some help from 
Mrs. Patching’s Grade 3 class at Milk River 
Elementary School. The kids wove together 
nests that can be used on the artifi cial 
nesting structures. Now just to wait for the 
hawks to return next spring!

What is the point of artifi cial nesting 
structures?

For those local to the Milk River area, 
it is hard to imagine that ferruginous 
hawks are considered a species at 
risk. Every other hawk you see seems 
to be a ferruginous. Despite their local 
abundance, the overall number of pairs 
has been in decline. One of the causes 
of this decline is the loss of nesting 
habitat.

By providing an artifi cial nesting 
structure in a suitable place a producer 
is not only helping a species at risk but 
they are also providing a home to what 
tends to be very effi cient pest control. 
A family of ferruginous can consume 
approximately 500 Richardson ground 
squirrels (more affectionately referred to 
as gophers) in a season.

If you are interested in putting up 
an artifi cial nesting structure on your 
property please contact MULTISAR at 
403-382-4354.

Education Programs at
Writing-On-Stone-Provincial-Park

Through our partnership at 
WOSPP we have developed and 
delivered programs to grade 4, 8 
and 9. 

The grade 8 and 9’s have 
learned about water quality by 
getting them out to do water 
testing to reinforce their lessons. 
It is also good to provide more 
context as to why water testing is 
important and the role it serves 
in the watershed. “The water 
allocation activity reinforces the 
fact that the water in the river is 
limited and important to a wide 
variety of users. When doing the 
activity this fall as a review for a 

grade 9 group from Calgary, I didn’t 
let the irrigators take their allocation. 
This gave me an opportunity 
to explain the issues many of 
our producers faced this year.” 
Said Kandra Forbes, the MRWCC 
Education Outreach Coordinator. 

Kandra hopes to keep developing 
programs for almost every grade 
level so that teachers can have the 
opportunity to meet both their First 
Nations and Science curriculum 
outcomes in a single fi eld trip. 

Teachers please keep your eye out 
for an updated education package 
coming out this winter. 

MILK RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL CANADA

Contest Rules:
Illustrate with artwork, using pencil, watercolors,
crayon, pastels, acrylics
Please use 11 x 17 or 18 x 24 sized paper
or poster board.
Please use your original artwork, no photos
or computer generated pictures.
First, second and third place prizes will be
awarded for the following Grades:
• Grades: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8

2018 POSTER CONTEST
Theme:

“Who Makes Their Home in the Watershed ”

The Contest:
We would like you to draw a picture that
illustrates ways to improve your watershed.

Please draw the artwork, using pencil, water
colors, crayon, pastels, and acrylics.

Winners will be awarded prizes at the
Community Appreciation Forum on April 5th,
2018.

Entries will be on display at the Town Hall.

Drop entries off at your school offi ce by
February 22, 2018.

Thank you for participating!

For more information contact 403-647-4306 or
email kandra@mrwcc.ca

Please include this slip of paper with
your entry (Please print)
Name
____________________________
Age ____________________________
Grade
____________________________
Teacher
____________________________
School
____________________________

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Water ~ Our Legacy
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Established in 2008, Southern Alberta
Youth Range Days (YRDs) is a pro-
gram for youth to learn and be

inspired to promote stewardship of south-
ern Alberta’s native working agricultural
rangelands.YRDs program is a celebration
of our western heritage, connecting the
next generation to the people, knowl-
edge, and skills that will help them better
understand our connection to the land,
water, and biodiversity.

Its’ about making lasting memories of
summer days spent in nature with good
friends having fun learning new skills. The
YRDs program is for youth and families to
learn practical skills such as plant ID, ripari-
an and rangeland management, wildlife,
and management techniques in a fun,
interactive outdoor setting.YRDs is not just
for farm and ranch 4H youth; all back-
grounds; farming, ranching, acreage, and
town or city are welcome to attend. We
want to create an opportunity for young
people from urban centers to meet some
of their rural peers and inspire a sense of
appreciation and respect for the land in
everyone.

A key goal of the camp is to provide a
mentoring opportunity for youth to learn
about career opportunities related to
watersheds, agriculture, and environmen-
tal sciences. We treat camp attendees as
peers; technical presenters, and organizers
take the time to talk about what inspired
them to do what they do; where they
went to school; and what they enjoy most
about the work they do.

Youth Range Days locations rotate
across southern Alberta, allowing the
camp to be situated in different eco-
regions of the prairies, offering a slightly dif-
ferent agenda each year. In addition to
the core program, additional agenda
items focus on local topics or guest speak-
ers selected to highlight current events or

people/areas of interest in that location.
The YRDs program is loosely based on

the Montana Range Days program. Each
of the delegates are provided with an
interactive workbook, and resource
guides. Skill testing questions, sketches, and
data collection activities which they are
encouraged to fill in throughout their 3
day adventure. These books are graded
with constructive feedback by the organ-
izers and returned to the campers at the
end of camp. In recent years, a group
‘Ranch Management Plan’ activity has
been added where they are given a
blank parcel map of land, and using the
principles they have learned from YRD
they are to build a working agricultural
operation. Groups then present their plans
back to organizing committee and often
on looking family at the end of the camp
before workbooks are graded and prizes
are awarded.

Everyone goes home with great prizes
donated from local sponsors. Special
mention is made to the owners of the top
five workbooks. First place, the “Top Hand”
award, is given to the participant with the
best marks, who showed eagerness and
understanding of the topics, often this is a
second or third year youth. In addition to
the bragging rights for the year, the award
is a custom built Olson Silver Belt buckle
unique to each Range Days, donated by
the Society for Range Management-
International Mountain Section. A “Green
Hand” award is given to the “newbie” or
the youngest (or both) attendee to the
camp for their enthusiasm and under-
standing of the topics covered. This year
we held Youth Range Days at Gold Springs
Park. We were lucky to have amazing
weather and an outstanding group of
kids.

As usual, the kids amazed us with how
much they absorbed. The dry conditions

this year made it a little hard to identify
some plants but that didn’t stop many of
the kids from figuring them out on their
quiz! One of the other highlights for the
participant’s was our trip to Red Creek.
The kids learned about important wildlife,
including the Northern Leopard Frog and
Wandering Garter Snake. The Red Creek
site was also the opportune spot to show-
case off-site watering systems for livestock
and bio-control for leafy spurge.

If that already wasn’t enough, the par-
ticipants also had the opportunity to learn
about reclamation, prey abundance sur-
veys, species at risk and riparian assess-
ments. It wasn’t all work, the kids also had
the opportunity to tube down the river
and took a fishing break whenever possi-
ble!

This year, the Top Hand Award went to
Courtney Taylor and Elly Tomcala was our
Green Hand award winner. Courtney will
also be representing Alberta and present-
ing at the Society for Range Management
in Nevada early in the new year.

Thank you to all our amazing sponsors,

without your support these camps would
not be possible, plans are already under
way for next year’s event to be held within
Cardston County!

Check out the Southern Alberta Youth
Range Days Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/youthrange-
days/ for updates and information for next
year.

The top hand award winner, Courney
Taylor's testimony:

“Fun and yet informative range days is
an excellent opportunity for kids of all
backgrounds to learn more about the
native grasslands while still having a fun,
authentic camp experience. I would highly
recommend this program for anyone
wanting to learn more about ranges or just
looking for a fun summer camp. Through
the help of generous sponsors it is afford-
able and through the tireless work of volun-
teers it is extremely camp fun jampacked
with things to do. A great camp and a
great opportunity for anyone who attends
to learn and have a blast while meeting
new friends and making memories.”

Transboundary Grasslands Project
The Milk River Watershed shares not only

water with communities in both Montana
and Saskatchewan but also our patchwork
landscapes of agricultural production and
extensive native grasslands heavily relied
upon by both ranching communities and
wildlife. 

Since 2016, the MRWCC has been work-
ing to better understand the interconnec-
tions with our Transboundary partner
organizations to increase coordination,
improve communication, and common
understanding of grassland conservation and
stewardship. A diverse group of organiza-
tions from municipalities, conservation dis-
tricts, non-government organizations, pro-
ducers group, environmental organizations,

individual producers, and government agen-
cies have come together annually to discuss
best ways to manage this common
recourse.

With an improved understanding we can
learn from our neighbours what works and
what doesn’t, and blur the boundary lines
that only exist on a map to deal with chal-
lenging situations like invasive species and
wildlife populations that are often influ-
enced beyond our control. February 13-
15th, 2018 the collective group will be
meeting in Glasgow MT for an annual
meeting, where the MRWCC will be repre-
senting producers and our community. The
key theme will revolve around practical
solutions to grasslands conservation and

working agricultural landscapes.
For more information or to become

involved in the Transboundary Grasslands

Project, please contact us at the MRWCC
office. A limited number of travel and pro-
ducer bursaries are available. 

10th Annual Southern Alberta Youth Range Days

■ Farming Smarter Association
■ Balog Auction Services
■ Alberta Prairie Conservation Forum
■ Drowning Grazing Association
■ Warner and District Agricultural Society

■ Rangeland Conservation Service Ltd.
■ Petrus Resources
■ Engage Animal Health
■ Saskatchewan Stock Grower

Association 

■ Grain Community and Agricultural
Society

■ Coutts and District Agricultural Society
■ Alberta Beef Producers
■ Prairie Conservation Forum
■ Milk River and District Ag Society

■ Nature Conservancy of Canada
■ Equs
■ Milk River Raft Tours
■ JT Wines and Spirits

- Thank you to our sponsors: -

Thank you to our organizing committee:
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The South of the Divide
Conservation Action

Program (SODCAP) Tour
At the end of October the MRWCC

had the opportunity to meet with our
Saskatchewan sister organization in the
SW corner of the province south of the
Cypress Hills during a strategic plan-
ning session. The South of the Divide
Conservation Action Program (SOD-
CAP) is a partnership between stake-
holders and government with a goal of
implementing actions relating to the
South of the Divide Multi-Species
Action Plan. The draft South of the
Divide Multi-Species Action Plan (SOD)
was developed as a new type of plan,
acknowledging that species work
together, sharing habitat and meeting
their individual needs within the hetero-
geneity of the ecosystem. It focuses on
a combination of 13 different species
listed as “At Risk”, Threatened”, or
“Endangered” in the Species at Risk
Act.

SODCAP Inc. believes that success
lies in developing programs coopera-
tively that make habitat management
for species at risk an important priority
and economically sustainable on the
landscape. Biodiversity is important to
the economic well-being of
Saskatchewan. Native prairie supplies
important habitat for many of our
species at risk, and wildlife as a whole.
A healthy ecosystem is a sustainable
one, for everyone involved: wildlife,
birds, native plants, species at risk, live-
stock, and humans!

The Board of Directors is made up of
a variety of stakeholder groups.
Representatives range from the
Saskatchewan Stock Growers
Association, The Saskatchewan
Cattlemen’s Association, Crescent
Point Energy, the Ranchers Stewardship
Alliance, SaskPower, the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, and the
Saskatchewan Association of Rural
Municipalities, as well as Saskatchewan
Ministry of Environment and
Environment Canada.

SODCAP was initiated in the fall of
2014, and is currently involved in a vari-
ety of different projects.

On our tour, we had the opportunity
to meet with local area producers who
are working on a unique pilot project
that rewards landowners with per acre
payments for managing the grasslands
on their operation for both cattle and
wildlife that reside on the ranch. Results
based agreements are a new type of
agreement being piloted in the South
of the Divide area; They work on the
premise of “if you build it, they will
come” – focusing on rewarding pro-
ducers for supplying habitat, rather
than the number of species present on
their land. Currently, the program pays
$3.50/acre for every acre enrolled

annually.
These projects focus on providing

habitat for a specific target species –
Sage Grouse or Sprague’s Pipit for
example. Local data collected over
the years about the specific habitat
requirements for the target species is
scaled to individual producers to help
them meet those requirements. SOD-
CAP measures things such as grass
height, sage brush density and litter
cover, and if the requirements are met,
then the producer receives a payment
for that year.“Results” refers to a quan-
tifiable habitat target that a producer
can manage for, over and above the
current normal industry standards for
livestock production. These types of
agreements are non-prescriptive,
meaning that the producer is the deci-
sion makers. In this area, grass manage-
ment skills have historically been
passed from one generation to the
next on the ranch, and each operation
is unique. These agreements are a way
of encouraging producers to manage
their land and make management
decisions that support species at risk
habitat.

Agreements are structured so that
the producer is rewarded financially
upon achieving the results. The failure
to meet desired results does not consti-
tute destruction of habitat, it simply
means a financial incentive is not trig-
gered.

For example, in a Sage Grouse target-
ed Results Based Agreement, we look
for a forb cover of at least 7% because
the young sage grouse chicks rely
heavily on certain forbs for food. The
idea is to look for an average grass
height of at least 18 cm and average
sagebrush cover of 20 cm on overflow
sites. This cover is very important
because without it sage grouse are
easy prey to a variety of predators. They
rely of good cover to blend into and to
hide their nests. In the fall we will also
measure the amount of bare, exposed
soil and the remaining litter load, as
they relate to suitable range health.

The program is funded in partnership
with Environment Canada and the
Saskatchewan Stockgrowers
Association. Many of the tools being
developed in the South of the Divide
region could be applied to producers
within the Alberta portion of our
Watershed, and would represent a fun-
damental shift from a heavy handed
regulatory approach to managing rare
and endangered species to a volun-
tary reward system run by grassroots
landowner associations that can help
offset some operational expenses of
keeping healthy functioning and work-
ing landscapes.

2017 Tour of SODCAP2017 Tour of SODCAP

Milk River Watershed
Council Canada

2018 Heritage Tree
Program

What is the Heritage Tree Program?
• The Heritage Tree Program identifies and records the location of her-

itage trees as well as details such as age, size, appearance and
most importantly their cultural and historical significance. The stories
and photos of recognized trees will then be featured on the MRWCC
website.

• In addition, the identification of these trees enables the MRWCC and
community-minded organizations to locate potential native seed/cut-
tings sources. Collecting these seeds will ensure the successional
planting of legacy trees for future generations to enjoy.

• Identified trees will also be provided with a wildlife/livestock proof
fence and recognition plaque.

• Planting new protected legacy trees will also be encouraged under
the Heritage Tree Program.

What is a Heritage Tree?
• Notable because of its size, form, shape, beauty, age, rarity, signifi-

cance, or other distinctive features;
• A living relic that displays evidence of significance;
• A prominent community landmark;
• A specimen associated with a historic person, place, event, or period;
• A representative of a farm or farmstead planted by ancestors within

the community;
• A tree associated with local folklore, myths, legends, or First Nations

traditions;
• A tree that you choose to plant in honour of a loved one that you will

care for and watch grow over the years.

Objectives of the Heritage Tree Program
The Heritage Tree Program allows residents of the Milk River water-
shed to celebrate the pioneering spirt of the community by identifying
and nominating trees of local significance within the watershed.

• Heritage trees help ensure the sustainability of our riparian forests for
future generations to enjoy.

• Trees also play a role in not only telling the stories of local history, but
also play pivotal roles in providing habitat for many wildlife species,
and stabilize fragile prairie soils in erosion prone areas.

• Native trees along riparian areas of the Milk River are rare and
require additional protection and care for propagation.

Nominate a tree or trees for Heritage Tree recognition, whether it is
located on your own property, a friend or family member's property, or

in a public space (we will verify with the owner). To nominate or for
more information please contact us at:

mary@mrwcc.ca
(403) 647-3808

240 Main Street, Box 313, Milk River, Alberta, T0K 1M0
www.milkriverwatershedcouncil.ca

Nomination Deadline is February 2, 2018

Our Water - Our Legacy
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This year has been a
significant challenge

for many within the
watershed. Recent fires
continue to humble the
best made plans for
pasture management,
and even more signifi-
cantly impact our com-
munities. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the
Hargrave family who lost
a son, James Hargrave,
age 34, a fifth-genera-
tion rancher from Walsh,
who lost his life fighting wildfires last
month while fighting a grassfire along
the Saskatchewan border. James was
a man with a kind heart, an infectious
smile and a strong belief in the need
to help others. James was a true
steward of his family’s land, helping
change protocols for oil and gas
activities and reclamation on native
grasslands, active with the Alberta
Leaseholders Association, and an
advocate for the beef industry. I had
the opportunity to share a beverage
with him on a number of occasions
after late meetings in community
halls across southern Alberta the last
few years. He was one of the few

people I know that
‘got it’ when it came
to finding the balance
of life and passion in
his work. James’ sister
was also lost tragically
after a horse accident
about 12 years ago,
and was just as influen-
tial in our work as an
advocate for youth
education and the
value of our native
rangelands and agri-

culture. Many of the
early concepts for the Youth Range
Days program had been influenced
by the family.

Water management was also a sig-
nificant challenge this year, with the
season starting off well, we were soon
reminded of the potential for hot dry
summer months on a parched land-
scape. The influence of a significant
drought on the highline of Montana
challenged water management with
issues that will still need to be
resolved in the coming months.
Recent snowfalls will hopefully blan-
ket the ground and bring some relief
to soil moisture conditions before
spring.

Progress has slowed waiting for cab-
inet approval of a Phase 1 Approved
Water Management Plan for the
basin that will authorize transfers of
water rights within the basin. Watch
out for updates and opportunities for
feedback on this process.

A new approach to Community
Based Watershed Monitoring is devel-
oping within the province, at this time
the MRWCC will continue to support
provincial monitoring of the Milk river
and assist in filling data gaps identi-
fied by our community and municipal
partners.

Additional opportunities to volun-
teer with the Milk River Over-Wintering
Habitat Stewardship Project will be
available this winter, with low flow
conditions overwintering refugia are
critically important to fish in the river.
The MRWCC will be conducting some
underwater camera verification work
this winter once the ice sets on the
river. This work was delayed from last
season due to poor conditions. For
more information on this work or any
of the MRWCC programs or projects,
feel free to contact us.

Tim Romanow
Executive Director, MRWCC

Executive Director’s Report ...

Tim Romanow

Contact Us
Office Location:
We are located in the Milk River
Town Office at 240 Main Street.

Address:
Box 313, Milk River, Alberta.
T0K 1M0 

Office Hours:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
To reach us on Mondays and
Fridays please contact us
We are closed weekends and
holidays

Staff Directory:
Executive Director: Tim Romanow
Phone: 403-647-4342
Email: tim@mrwcc.ca 

Program Coordinator: Mary
Lupwayi 
Phone: 403-647-3808
Email: mary@mrwcc.ca 

Education Outreach Coordinator:
Kandra Forbes
Phone: 403-647-4306
Email: kandra@mrwcc.ca 

Nomination submissions should include this 
application form and written information about 
the nominee’s environmental work/projects for 
consideration.
For detailed information, check out the 
Environmental Awards webpage at
www.milkriverwatershedcouncil.ca
Forward nomination form and written submission
by mail or email at:
MRWCC
240 Main Street
Box 313 • Milk River, Alberta
T0K 1M0
or
Email: mary@mrwcc.ca

NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY February 2, 2018

SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA
Nominations will be assessed by a review committee 
chosen by the MRWCC Board of Directors.

To be eligible for an award, an individual, family, 
business, or environmental group must have 
been instrumental in demonstrating responsible 
environmental management practices by promoting 
public awareness, understanding and active 
concern for the enhancement and protection of the 
environment.

In addition, the review committee will also consider 
the nominees’:

• long-term service and commitment;

• voluntary contributions; and;

• innovative approach.

SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENT
Describe in 400 words or less why your nominee 
deserves to win the MRWCC Environmental 
Stewardship Award. Ensure that your summary 
outlines how the nominee’s efforts and achievements 
fulfi l the award criteria as defi ned in this brochure. 
You are encouraged to include letters of endorsement 
and other supporting materials.

I would like to Nominate: 
________________________
(Please Print)
Please mark an (x) for the chosen category
Individual______
Family_____
Commercial Business _______
Environmental Group _______
Contact:
Mailing Address: ____________________________
________________________________________
____
Phone (H):________________
Phone (C): ________________
Email: ________________________
Please provide the following information. (Please print)
Nominator Name: ________________________
Nominator’s Contact:
Phone (H):________________
Phone (C):________________
Email: ________________________

What is the Heritage Tree Program?

What is a Heritage Tree?

Objectives of the Heritage Tree Program

Milk River Watershed
Council Canada

2018 ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

AWARDS

What is the Heritage Tree Program?

What is a Heritage Tree?

Objectives of the Heritage Tree Program

Milk River Watershed Council Canada
240 Main Street

Box 313 • Milk River, Alberta
T0K 1M0

or
mary@mrwcc.ca

403-647-3808

What is the Heritage Tree Program?

What is a Heritage Tree?

Objectives of the Heritage Tree Program

Send your nominations to:

mary@mrwcc.ca
403-647-3808

NOMINATIONS 
MUST BE
RECEIVED BY
February 2, 2018

The Milk River Watershed Council Canada (MRWCC) is 
looking for nominations to honour individuals, families, 
commercial businesses, and environmental groups that are 
good environmental stewards of the Milk River watershed.
Nominations are in the following categories:
Individual
Family
Commercial Business
Environmental Group
Nominate anyone in the above categories that has 
demonstrated outstanding environmental and 
conservation efforts to sustain, protect, and enhance 
the environment within the Milk River Watershed.
Self-nominations are welcome.

Milk

What is the Heritage Tree Program?

What is a Heritage Tree?

Objectives of the Heritage Tree Program
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